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Context & Rationale
• Impact of OER on educational practices
 Open Courses (MITx, edX, etc)
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 Web 2.0 Appropriation (YouTube, Flickr, Slideshare, etc.)
• Learning becomes more open, more complex
• Relatively little is known about impact of openness on learner
Problem of evidence for informal, self
Immature research context, lack of consistent method
Most studies do not generalise beyond particular context
-directed learning
Context & Rationale
• Limitations of current theories of learning
Traditionally focused on predefined contexts
Problem of evidence & accreditation for informal learning
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The MOOC ‘backlash’ / Moocpocalypse
• Response to accusations that openness lacks theoretical 
foundation (Nyberg, 1975; Peters, 2008)
• What difference does openness make?  The open education 
movement is in need of a stronger theoretical foundation
Open Education Movement
• Belief that education is undergoing fundamental changes as a result of 
innovation in digital technologies
• Improving access to education and widening participation by closing the 
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‘digital divide’ (Smith and Casserly, 2006)
• Encouraging collaboration across disciplinary boundaries and between 
academics, educators, technologists and support staff within and 
beyond educational institutions
• Argues that we need new pedagogies and systems for intellectual 
property which are adequate for contemporary education
Open Education Movement
• A normative commitment to the idea that knowledge should be free, 
both to access and develop.
 Reducing cost of education at point of delivery
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 Providing courses which are free to participate in
 Rethinking educational materials as open
 Supported by a range of Creative Commons licences
 Research projects and policy initiatives taking place around the    
globe
-access, OER
Open Educational Resources (OER)
• “OER are teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the 
public domain or have been released under an intellectual property 
license that permits their free use or re
educational resources include full courses, course materials, modules, 
textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, 
materials, or techniques used to support access to knowledge.” 
• Potential to catalyse a range of educational practices 
• No established definition of OER (Geser, 2007)
• No solid theoretical foundation
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-purposing by others. Open 
(Atkins et al, 2007:4)
Beyond Content: Open Educational Practices
• ‘Openness’ in education necessarily shifts the focus from 
content (OER) to practices (OEP) that are necessary for the 
use of that content (Mackey & Jacobson, 2011; Weller, 2011).
• Degrees of openness
• Assumption: learning is becoming more open, more complex 
• OER as radical object
• OEP as radical practice
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McAndrew & Farrow (2012)
“Open Educational 
Practices (OEP) are the 
set of activities and 
support around the 
creation, use and 
repurposing of Open 
Educational Resources. 
It also includes the 
contextual settings 
within which these 
practices occur.” 
Conole (2011)
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That’s all very well, but we basically know that.
What is Bildung
Simply put, ‘self-cultivation’ or 
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But it’s not 
Or at least, it is philosophically complex…
?
shaping
simple!
Bildung (Historical)
• Origins in C16th theology: ‘cultivate’ oneself in the image of God
• Philosophy of biology: the development of the organism as it interacts 
with its environment 
• Subsequently fused with the political and philosophical ideals of the 
Enlightenment and German humanism: Schiller, Herder, Goethe, 
Humboldt
• Herder: Bildung as natural unfolding of creative and intellectual 
capacities required for flourishing  or virtuous life    
• Humboldt: cultivation of inner life through free and unrestrained 
interplay (humanist defence of informal education)
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Caspar David Friedrich, Erinnerungen an das Riesengebirge
‘Memories of the Giant Mountains’
(c. 1835)
Bildungsroman
‘Coming of age’ novel
Growth from youth to adulthood
Development through experience 
Illustration from 'Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship' by Johann Wolfgang Goethe (1749
1802 (engraving) (b/w photo), German School, (19th century) / Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, 
France / Giraudon / The Bridgeman Art Library 
of the world and others
The (existential) process of 
becoming
-1832) 
Bildung vs ‘Education’
• Bildung is bigger than education [Erziehung
comprising educational, cultural and political perspectives, emphasizing 
rationality, autonomy, self-activity and a culture of 
• A reflective, creative form of self-realization or self
with and through relations with others 
• Unrestrained interplay between the individual and the world
• Fulfilling the innate human potential of the individual 
• Education has a function; Bildung is a value in itself
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]: complex concept 
active participation
-cultivation achieved 
Bildung (Modern)
• Bildung had a considerable impact on German educational thought and 
has entered educational and political terminology
• Widely seen by the 1970s as ideologically compromised and without 
empirical value; relaunched by Klafki (1985)
• Hegelian-Marxist tradition: criticism of capitalist model of knowledge 
production: increase profits by treating learners as consumers rather 
than active, reflective agents (Adorno, 1973; Leissman, 2006)
• In Germany, now a byword for education as business, framed in terms 
of measurable competencies, though arguably currently undergoing a 
renaissance (Prange, 2004)
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Possibilities for Bildung
• OER
– New emphases on authenticity, autonomy
– New possibilities for articulation through participatory 
culture: social media, identity, mobile, augmented reality
– OER has the potential to support 
a rich base of learning materials from different contexts
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• MOOC
in Open Education
Bildung through access to 
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Bildung as the “ability to go beyond the present state of 
affairs and to transform the structures and prevailing rules of 
this form of life” 
The Open University's Institute of Educational Technology
“Networked Transcontextualism”: we become most human 
when we express agency within an ecology of ideas
(Peukert, 2003)
(Campbell, 2012)
Bildung for Open Education
• Open Education should be understood as fulfilling the legacy 
of the project of Enlightenment
• Bildung provides a point of orientation and regulation
• Sheds light on the commodification of knowledge
• A way to investigate & support novel learning contexts
• Humanist defence of the value of informal education
• Edupunk: self-cultivation; self-realisation
• Allows us to make further sense of the ‘ecology’ metaphor
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Critical Foundations
• Bildung is more reflexive, more critical 
models of education or traditional theories of distance learning
• Bildung has many connotations: discourse around 
mediated, necessarily unresolved, dialectical and 
• Bildung’s values are germane to those of open education
• Resources for self-reflexive critique of commercialisation of education 
and engaging in discourse about educational culture
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and more open than didactic 
Bildung is always 
open.
Caspar David Friedrich, 
Der Wanderer über dem Nebelmeer (1818)
‘Wanderer above the Sea of Fog’
Self-reflection 
through 
interaction with 
the world and 
others
Mastery of the 
landscape…
Or realising one’s 
own insignificance 
within it?
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